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With Walter Harrison’s Garden Friends range o$uperior wild bird

foods, you'll have new dinner guests visiting eveay, in fact, your

garden could become your very own nature reserve.

Many of Walter Harrison’s tried and tested formigas are uniqué
some designed to attract the widest variety ofcigge others create
with specific birds in mind.

Ingredients of the finest quality are carefullyestéd and triple-cleanéd

to ensure their maximum nutrition, before beingnidled by experts.

Ever popular single foods such as Niger Seed, M@ahs and Surt

flower Hearts are also available in the Gardenrélserange, alon

with a wide selection of suet treats, feeders ast hoxes, in fact, al

you need for instant results.
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WEBSITE:—www.walterharrisons.com
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OUR WEBSITE:—
http://www.nottsbirders.net
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TRACKBIRD

Follow the track round to find the birdie. You cstart in any square and follg
up, down and diagonal but letters can’t get badred
Not necessarily a one word name.

Last month’s solution was R
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When you share a womb with someone, you grow upvkiginstinctively what the other is thinking. Whtut came round from his brain tumo
operation, he gave me a knowing smile, that's altbuld manage. It was enough to relay to me thatas going to be well. This lasted less t
24 hours. Mut had a brain haemorrhage that alkbled him. The consultant said he could operatérycand save him, but the out come wo
leave him “severely compromised’. We asked hinda@owhat ever he could. After weeks in intensiveecdiut came round; he was totally pa
lysed and couldn’t speak. After 3 months we cowhmunicate, it was hard, but he knew exactly whes going on. He was like Steven Hawk
but much better looking. At every opportunity Ettito make him laugh, he could do that.

We were able to bring Mut home at weekends; hewalchair bound and totally dependent on-us
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for everything.

| was determined to get my brother one more tiékiifas literally the last thing | did for him.
Netherfield

It was now September 1992 and a Buff-breasted Spedmias found at Netherfield. Wendy and |
bundled Mut into the car. At the site | ran aheadry and find a wheelchair route up the steep bank
With the help of some very public-spirited Nottsdars, | remember one was Brian Wetton, we man-
aged to get Mut up the muddy slope. As we apprahtine viewing area a Sparrowhawk spooked the
bird; it took off and was never seen again. We edsi$ by one minute. | despaired,; it felt like the
whole world was against me. Would | get anothenckao show Mut a new bird?
Until you have had to look after a disabled persmm, will have no idea the logistics involved intge
ting a wheelchair around birdwatching sites. Weusth@ount our blessings those of us who are fitjand
able.

Dipping
We both needed Richard’s Pipit; one turned up n&fdBd. This time | didn’t even get Mut out of tiar, | could see there was a stile to negot
| turned straight round and drove back.

A few months later a White-throated Sparrow appeémea wood near Market Rasen. Chris Orgill helpedgetethe wheelchair through the m
only to be thwarted by a small bridge over a streaade from a single railway sleeper. We eventualiynd a way round, but couldn’t get Mut a

ate;

ud,
nd




scope in line with the bird hopping through thef lager. It took a second trip; the bird had statt
singing as was easier to locate. This time Mut gawhew. We met a friend coming to see the
bird-Paul Stancliffe. ‘Stanny’ knelt down and dit tbest to talk to Mut for a good 10 minutgs.
Many others would have stormed ahead to see tle®ame people are damned wonderful.
Smiles

On Fridays | picked Mut up from the hospital strgifrom work - the best time of the week for

both of us. One Friday | had Chris with me, we thldt we weren’t going home but straight|to

Norfolk. His expression brings a tear to my eyene@s | remember it today, he was overjoyed.
Three hours later we were hoisting Mut up to ldototigh the scope he declardhat’s a Pratin-
cole all right. It was in fact an Oriental Pratincole. The joyrtback felt like old times, we wele
pumped up with joy.
Best Man

In September 1993 Mut was my Best Man. With a wanehand and the congregation holdjng
their breath, Mut managed to hand over the ringavit dropping it down the Church grate.
Our honeymoon to the Far East had to be cancélled,was so ill, | couldn’t risk being on the
other side of the world. Instead we went to CornwHfiere, | managed three ticks. Least Sandpi-

per on the Hayle, Melodious Warbler at Nanquidnd Bartford Warbler on the way back at Ayie-

sebeare in Devon.

Mut’s time was running out, he told me to contitireling, whatever happened.

Farewell my Hero

On New Year's eve 1993, several friends gatherddutand Wendy's. We sat round Mut’'s bed; he wasegsmost of the time now. When m
night came, | kissed him on the forehead and whégp#t's the NewYear Mut’'He nodded, hardly opening his eyes. We went hémthree in the
morning the phone rang, it was Wendy.

Mut had slipped away. It was Januafy1P94. Mut was aged 35.

As Julie, my Mum and | walked down the drive at Muytlace in the small hours of New Years day, a fa®wl hooted. This lifted my spirits;
was as if he was watching over the proceedings frisniofted position.

Thanks lads

The funeral was a tremendous send off. The Churchaneammed with over 200 people; it was standingmremly. Lots of birders paid their r
spects. | was astounded how smartly some of themblsed up.

Chris Mills was marvellous, phoning up several tifeesee how | was coping. Some people are greatitsis.

A few days later, Sean Browne and Mike Hodgkin towkoff to see a Little Bunting near Liverpool.

We dipped on the bird, but | ticked a new Restalifeimt ladstreatedme to my first Mc Donald'’s.

| asked for a Burger and chips, the spotty youtkisgriooked at me ‘gone out’, so | pointed to atpie of what looked good. What | receiv
looked nothing like the mouth-watering image. TWwas my last McDonald’s. Sean and Mike went backsémonds.
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Sunderland Docks

| felt guilty trying to be normal and go birdingaig, but it was what Mut had told me to do.
He was right life must go on.

The first new bird | saw after losing Mut, was aggous Ross’s Gull at Sunderland Docks V

keeps Mut's memory alive. The bird was dainty alavflike a ‘bouncy’ Tern rather than
Gull. How such a delicate bird thrives in the Acas amazing.

Colwick ‘Docks’

The Bufflehead was next. Oh how we miss Mark DenNiatk knew every bird personally
Colwick Country Park, so the minute a newcomer agrilte was on to it and what a belte
was. It was appreciated by many hundreds of birfilens around the country. | believe it left

Some birders see wildfowl as plastic ticks. But mang long distance migrants and their travels evealed with colour rings, neck collars 3
now satellite transmitters. A USA ringed Canada @duas turned up in Britain and one of ‘ours’ has enichcross the pond. Also a Canad
ringed Ring-necked Duck was shot in Wales and al#idge ringed Ring-necked Duck was shot in Greenl&wdon’t be too quick to dismi
ducks and Geese or other birds with rings.

When the first confirmed wild Greater Flamingeentuallyarrives in Britain, it will be wearing a ring corfiing where it was born. (We’'ll see).
Albert (Not docks)

The Black-browed Albatross (Albert) had returnedifer22nd summer to the Saito outcrop, Hermandsstl&hd. It spent its time trying to pé
suade the nearest Gannet to become its mate. itingr t

Fired up by Sean’s earlier successful trip, (altifohe was nearly blown off the cliff by 100 MPH w8), Nigel Davis, Sandy, Graham Jones a
decided to make the pilgrimage to the most nonghgpbt in the UK. Nige Davis drove us to Aberdedfe then caught a flight to Sumburgh—

a full moon as predicted.

Southern most tip of Shetland, we hired a car, elnerth the length of the Mainland island, took
car ferry over to Yell-the middle island, then tteg ferry over to Unst the northern most islandt-H
maness is as far north as you can drive on thaadslit all went smoothly. We had to run the gaat
of dive bombing Bonxies as we walked to the clifjedWhat an experience having one of these
sters swooping down on you. They are capable ofiewiag live Puffins, you keep your head dow
can tell you. We were the only humans for milegelit great, but we had a mission to complete Fg
nately the weather was glorious.

We had given ourselves three days, in case thetrAisahad gone off on one of its fishing trips, eth
could last days.

The scene from the cliff top was breathtaking, withnnets festooning cliffs as far as the eye ¢
see. Next stop to the North was the Arctic ice, VWeGreenland and East is Norway, it was har
believe we were still in Britain. So, where do warsto look? It was like finding a needle in a h
stack, that is when you have found the right hajydt&andy had been many years before and K

Chris and Sandy. After seeing it, | looked skywaadd winked. | still do this to this day; |i
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roughly which range of cliffs to search. The fotdiug spread out within reasonable binocular disanit
each other. (Mobile phones were only on Thundeshimdhose days).

I had my patch to search. Sean had drawn me ahs&&tctriangular rock that he saw the bird near.

| started to scan with one eye on the other threping one of them would soon be waving. Howeviéer
no more than five minutes, | noticed a triangutanke | scoped it and bingo; there was this gredt bfian
Albatross sat looking majestic with its distinctipezzled expression. It had a stonking yellow With a
reddish tip, a dark grey back and pink feet. | &eecthat it wasn’t a giant Great Black-backed Gitl|.
wasn't. | checked again to make sure! then stasi@eng to the others pumping my fists in the aiowgh
ing ‘yes-yes’. We all enjoyed prolonged views iilllant sunshine. We took out shirts off and sumhigal-
mission accomplished. We gathered some rocks agltt SpBERT on the cliff top so passing aircraft and

=

Albatross’s knew where to look.

We had three days to explore. We stayed in a Ybao#tel, which was new for me, all very rustic. Hh@ever queued to use a shower before.
This was very entertaining especially as the pemsdront of me was female and the shower curtaas w well not very good, | had to avert my

eyes! The four of us were in a room with bunk bddst first night, we took it in turns to nudge 8girio stop him snoring. That didn’t wor

Nige Davis couldn’t be bothered to get up so héegeht he top of his voice “******* shut up’ That wrked! Cooking was to my standard, eye-

rything out of a tin. We didn’t starve but weredanger of over dosing on E-numbers.

We toured the Islands. There were breeding wadeoser. Red-throated Divers were on many lochansaes on nests. Fulmars were nes
on a small bank away from the sea at head heigbtdiMh’t get too close; we were wise enough tocwoe fish vomit'. A Great Reed Warbl
was found while we were there. The well-known logaide wasn't going to tell us where it was withpatyment, but we persuaded him. T
was a tick for me.

We didn’t realise when a Pomarine Skua flew overtthst it was sought after in Shetland. Each dayh@ned our sightings to the recorder
he wanted details of the Skua. It just shows yoatwe think as fairly common sometimes is a debédtfurther afield.

The entire trip was a joy with close up views ddisieds, waders, ponies! and wide open spaces withus there. A great place to spend a f

night exploring and finding your own birds, you wpilave to cope with the drive to Aberdeen to k
the price down.

Funny Dunnock

A trip to Manchester got us a Black-faced BuntingisThoked like a Dunnock at first glance. An
significant bird shuffling amongst the Chaffinchls.could have come from China or Japan. Aré
wings wonderful? They are the key to our obsession.

Funny Terns

Three Tern ticks in two months filled gaps in nmst.lilt sounds as if that is my sole aim, but onrg
trip every bird is scrutinised so that should | eoatross one, I'll know what to look for. It's njost
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back. | hope to educate myself at the same time

the bird or someone who has read about it?

travelling miles, make eye contact with the birérthturn round and come

Who would you rather ask to confirm a sighting, some with experience

Whiskered Terns are stocky little things with shaits. Adults are easy with
the dark breast making the chin stand out whitsmeMiere at Milton Keynes.
On the Farne’s | had adult Roseate Terns. Theylaresatotally white com
pared to Arctic and Common with a weird flight,dilthe children’s mobile;
you buy in RSPB shops of ‘flying’ birds suspendedstings that bob up an
down. An adult White-winged Black Tern at Thurmastegas plain stunnin
with its white leading edge to the wing, black wing

of
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linings and contrasting white rump. Black Terng

comparison are just dull.
Even More

in

Over the next months | had Collared Pratincole, ¥hitmped and Baird’s Sandpiper, Aquatic
Warbler and Mediterranean Shearwater, Red-breastemseGand the very eagle like Rough-

legged Buzzard.

The most exciting addition was Alpine Accentor. ltmsed to seeing these when | go skiing,
one on the salt marsh at Rimac, Lincs leaves méebaffhy they ever reach our shores. They
described as altitudinal migrants. In other wolttesytdrop below the snow line in severe co
tions to find food, which might amount to three @sildown hill. Why then would one fly 6
miles at the closest from the Alps, in a horizondlia¢ction?

There are more questions etc. The Accentor putnriz88.
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Number 334 would involve driving more than 1000&siin 24 hours for a bird that should have

been warming its toes in the Philippines or Augdrahny guesses?
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A cloudless sky greeted us the following morninghwo wind. We set out towards Peninnis, but altdregcoast path this time; a Ra-
ven croaking above us. It soon became apparenttibeg had been an arrival of Song Thrushes aloadnéadland. Every field, rocky
outcrop, hedgerow and field was full of them. | @anever seen so many in such a small area, a Isighy. Sadly, we couldn’t find |a
rare thrush amongst them! When we got to the ratkbe end, we soon located a lovely couple of &aghlBuntings. With a bit of

patience | was able to get quite close and get svoeephotos of them.
We walked back along the other side of Peninnigrelta rather pale Reed Warbler had our attentidordopromptly disappearing|—
had it been a Blyth’'s? Interestingly, several turnpdall over the country the same day! We did getvaly Yellow Wagtail in a bull
field before heading off down the farm trail.
As we headed down towards Old Town, Neil's’ radiaackled into life — Wryneck in Old Town. Despitegiging there within 15 mins,
the bird had gone into cover, not to be seen afgaianother 5 hours! We gave it an hour then werthe bay for our lunch. Happily
sunbathing, the radio reported Firecrests at OMinf@hurch. We had wondered why the seat was fulirders outside the church had
suddenly emptied! We had brief views of the mixedK of Goldcrests, Tits and the Firecrest beftueytmoved off.

We had a look at Harold Wilson’s grave — one of graup wondering why Mary wasn'’t buried with hinesis still alive! Then off t
Lower Moors, where the pools were rather quiet pkéar several Common Snipe. The surrounding willand reed beds had several
Chiffchaffs, tits and dragonflies. The warm sunshi@s also encouraging good numbers of
butterfly, with Clouded Yellow the most numerous ofithe 10 species we saw.
Our next stop was Juliet's Tea Room where we héididgs cream teas, which we had|to
share with very tame House Sparrows. One even dieed first into my pot of jam, emerg-
ing with a very sticky red face — they never gotarsel of clotted cream though!
We wandered down to Porthloo to peer into a Dutmtmlvhere a Black Redstart had taken
up residence. However, he was missing. | then sgdtim on wires across the road before
he disappeared into some back gardens. On the Jbactide was out but there was a Gur-
lew rooting around in the seaweed with Oystercatche
Back at the Wingletang, dinner was delayed for balfhour so that we could all crowd
round the TV in the lounge to watch the BBC’s Natu®esendar — starring Neil Glenn, Ken
Reeves and Janet Sumner.! This episode had beexdfilst year and was all about twitCh-
ing rarities on Scilly. It was most enjoyable; ibhght back memories of Booted Warbler




and Blyth’s Pipit but how come they did not standha rain for 2 hours waiting for the American Rotorshow?? We lost count of the text mes-
sages Neil received “you are on the telly!” etc.aiflwe had dinner, his phone rang. We were inforiteds his agent
Another beautiful day dawned. As Neil and the cdghe group were off on an all day Pelagic, Ron bagted out as it was only 4 weeks sif
we had done “the Ultimate Pelagic” on board MV Athd5 days in the Bay of Biscay and Irish Sea). M&tgalso chose to stay behind as
was not keen on boats. Neil gave us a radio andem our separate ways.

Our original plan was to head for the Buff-bellieghiPso that | could get some good shots of it, thet first message we got that morning
formed us it had gone! Instead, we headed out tinRis to look for a Ring Ouzel that had been regmbut the previous night's log. We sg
found the striking maleRing Ouzel? — BEdand got some photos and headed off to the stocle where a Grasshopper Warbler was suppos
be. When we reached the place, we were treated/onirag Peregrine and a female Sparrowhawk chasioly ether! This caused pandemoni
amongst the flocks of small birds and they promptlydisappeared. A call from Neil had us heading

down to Porthloo duck pond, as a report of a MelodiWarbler had come over his pager. We had a

good look but the cover it had flown into was veanse and it never showed again. (Fortunately, ye’d

had close views of one on the top deck of the AaheWe had a slow walk up Rocky Hills and were

treated to super views of a Hobby catching Migtdatvker Dragonflies. Lunch was had in Carreg [Dhu

Gardens, sharing our sandwiches with the hand-taarey Thrushes and Blackbirds and watchirjg a

Humming Bird Hawk moth dashing around the flowers.

As we were starting to doze on our seats in the gunradio started to crackle, but we couldn’tk
anything up. Deciding we were in a black spot wadsg uphill and | got BirdGuides on my phon
“Red-throated Pipit on the coast path, past Juliefdifer! It took us about half an hour to get Rorth-
loo beach, where Margaret was sitting gazing ouhathuge cruise ship “The World” which had
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chored in the bay. Before we could utter Red-throRipdt, she said “I've seen it"! She had been on
coast path with the two birders that had foundnid shey let her look through their scope before
crowd descended. With precise instructions, weoffetip the steep path and soon came across
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birders, to be greeted with the phrase we all tititejust flown off”. It had flown over the golf aurse,
so we set off further uphill and finally relocatééh the company of Meadow Pipits in the rough dave cliff! We spent about 2 hours followi
it around and got good views and a few photos keefdtew out of sight: my 399th bird! | sent Neiltext for him to pick up as they sailed ba
to tell Frank that Margaret had seen it!
We went back to the seats at Porthloo and bumpgedRiab Lambert from Long Clawson. He had arrived thatning and was very disappoint
at missing the Buff-bellied Pipit as it would haweeb his 450th bird. He left us to try and find Bexd-throat. Neil came on radio requesting
on the pipit for all who had been on the Pelagi©ieW they finally arrived, we asked if he had seeytldng other than his breakfast all d
They'd had a good day: nobody had been ill and trey super views of lots of Sabine’s Gulls, Bonxlattle Gull, Arctic Terns, Sooty Shea

waters, a Balearic Shearwater, a European Stormtmetd bow riding Common Dolphins. Most of the grairifted back for dinner but Frank

and Neil stayed and were eventually rewarded whem dioed that he had relocated it. They hurridcanél we left for the Wingletang. The
managed to see it and get back just before ditetlld tomorrow turn up a ‘mega’ for my 4®
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Yet another beautiful morning saw us at Porthcr@esech. The sea was like glass and first a sealgubpp and just behind it a couple of Harbpur

Porpoises. We soon realised that a little furthdrio the bay there were lots more splashes. Quisktting up the scopes we found ourse
watching around 50 Common Dolphins leaping about f@eding. There was soon a crowd around us wajcthiem, as some of the dolph
came closer in. We had to tear ourselves away engacatch a boat for St Agnes.

On arrival we headed round to Porth Killier, whareongst a good flock of Curlew and Oystercatchefouad a Whimbrel. We continued t
wards the Big Pool when our attention was caugtd fast moving raptor along the hedgerow, which ateatit to be a female Merlin. At Perig
Cove we edged up the bank carefully to reveal 2rjileeCurlew Sandpipers and 4 Sanderling very closest- almost too close to digiscope!
We crossed over towards the sports field, watcBitamechats and Whinchats in the gorse busheshhigibeen peering into a hedgerow while|
were watching the waders and as we approachedl gicked up the high pitched calls of Goldcrestswiver Neil had also found one of th
prettier cousins, a Firecrest. As we watched tHétim§ around in the fairly open hedge, it soorcéme obvious that there were at least 2 an
were very lucky when they came right out into tpemto give brilliant views. Here we had 2 ladies/img to Neil —“it's him off the telly!”

We headed to the beach to sit on the rocks amdmgsthite sand to eat our final packed lunch oftthge It was hot and still and one of our grag
had a paddle! We were joined by Rock Pipits, Wheataad White Wagtail. The Parsonage was our nesttrddion and as we approached
lane Frank and Brian spotted a bird flitting abouthe flowering Ilvy. We waited for it t

return and found ourselves watching a Red-breadtgzhteher. We were able to get go
views and realised that this bird did not show diegnostic white tail flashes, so we wg
now sure we HAD seen one in the rain 3 days agetdlwvas also a Spotted Flycatcher ¢
peting for insects in the same spot. The rest @fgitoup went down the lane to successf
see a Yellow-browed Warbler, while | stayed behmghotograph the RB Fly.

Our final destination was Wingletang Down where faend another Lapland Bunting. T
other birders called us over, as they had seenya&tk fly across the path in front of the
Unfortunately, they were unsure where it had landed despite searching round we ne
saw it. After watching some more Porpoise from ldoP®oint, we headed back towards
Quay, stopping off at the Turk’s Head for a welcotoel! drink. As we were leaving on t
boat a Kingfisher flew past us.

There had been a female Ringed-necked Duck on Borthick pond, along with its tan
fellow Californian Wood Ducks; sadly it had deparbsdthe time we got back to St Mary’s
After a final breakfast and a quick look round Bxemp Clump, it was off to the airport. Né
couldn’t wait to get rid of us, so he could stait B week holiday with Jackie! A word

warning: never park your car under the lights aiZ2ace heliport — the gulls roost on the
Did you ever get your car clean Nick?? We’'d hadempweek and the weather was super apart frorSuhday.
Naturally, the last week in October was dry andnwand Neil had a Rose-breasted Grosbeak! Still tisealvays next year...
My 400" came two days later, at Flamborough: a Blyth’s Rékedbler!
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE BIRDWATCHERS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 13February 2007 at 19:30
at the University of Nottingham Sports and SocilbC

Agenda of the AGM

Apologies.

Minutes of the previous AGM.

Matters arising.

Chairman’s Report by Bernie Ellis.

Treasurer's Report by Gordon Ellis.

Review of the Year by Andy Hall.

Membership Secretary’s Report by Lynne Demaine.

Election of officers. No nominations for electitmthe committee were received by the Secretadytlherefore the committee proposes the
following be re-elected:

Chairman: Bernie Ellis. Vice Chairman: Vacant

President: Mike Warren Secretary: Jenny Swindells

Treasurer: Vacant County Recorder: Andy Hall

Membership Secretary: Lgriemaine Conservation Officer: David Parkin

Election of other Committee Members.

The committee proposes the following be elected:
Howard Broughton (Newsletteit&q Neil Glenn (Outdoor Meetings a@itCounty)
Lynne Demaine (Distribution) John Hopper Carl Cornish Nick Crouch

Vacancy for Treasurer. Vacancy for Viceaiman. Vacancy for Indoor Meetings Organiser
Vacancy for in County Field Tripsganiser

Auditors
Any Other Business.




BIRDING IN XANADU

By Stephen Wilkinson

After a ten-hour flight and six-hours sitting ab@itBerlin and Moscow airports and the best bird

being a Hooded Crow at Berlin airport, we finallydad at 06:00 in Ullanbaatar the capital city|
Mongolia. With James Lidster, the group leader,met Bazara our interpreter and set off for

hotel where we would spend one night only. Afteshawer and a change of clothing a small gr
of us met on the balcony on the™floor for a spot of birding before breakfast. Tirst birds to
catch our eye were Pacific Swifts, which passetiiwiteet or our balcony. The next birds were T
Sparrows, which were nesting alongside House Syario the houses below. There were a lo
Crows flying over the city and with the aid of a gedhey turned out to be Red-billed Choughs,

in the distance a couple of Black-eared Kites wepetted. After breakfast we met Tseve
(pronounced “Seven”), a Mongolian ornithologist wivorks for the natural history museum

Mongolia. We boarded the bus which we were protmlly was brand new, well it looked brand n
but the engineering was definitely not .We setanffl had our first proper introduction to Mongoli
roads. To say they are bad would be making themdsbetter than they are. The words absolu

awful would still be being nice. As we started ¢éave the
city the main birds to be seen were Wheatears %9
Isabelline and the rest a mixture or Pied, Desad
Northern. On the outskirts of the city there seenbé
rubbish tip where above circled about 30-40 Bladle@s
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Kites. We were told that we won't stop to looklas$e ag

we will be seeing these every day - and we did.

After about 25 km we reached a fast flowing riwehich was wooded on both sides and thi
where we spent our first day birding. On leaving bus we could hear Common Cuckoo, a
that we would hear and see on 15 out of the 19 dayspent in Mongolia. What is happening
this bird in Britain? And by the way, no | don’t kmavhich bird’s nest they lay their eggs in he
We crossed the road and headed down to the rival, Btopping to watch a small flock
Daurian Jackdaws which had flown down to check uts As we moved on to check out a ng
flock of White-cheeked Starlings we bumped into esder Spotted Woodpecker drilling a n
hole which was only two foot from the ground, andanother tree nearby was a stunning Dau
Redstart that was sitting in the open fly-catchiktick Cunningham one of the party sudde
shouted “Raptors!” We all looked up and there miglhigh above us were a Black Vultu
Steppe Eagle and a Black Stork, as we watched theair af Hobbies shot through. We sloy
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headed down stream and saw four more Woodpeckess tiesser Spotted and one White-bac
At 18:00 we headed back to the bus where we hadia@ good birds to finish the day, a v
close Dusky Warbler and an Oriental Turtle Dovehédtgood birds of the day were Comnj
Rosefinch and a flock of five Hoopoes .We had dirate19:30 and were in bed for 21:30 as
had to get up at 05:00 to catch a flight into tlebiGlesert.

At 06:30 we boarded a twin propeller aeroplane aftel a two hour flight we landed at Baya
hongor. On leaving the plane we were told that Wosild be the last bit of tarmac we would

until our flight back. We were met by our grounéwrand headed into town to pick up some b
(I mean supplies). After we had loaded up the Vendriver checked his map, pointed the bu
the right direction and then drove into Gobi Des&/e found out later that the driver had ne
been to any of the places that we visited, alsat miohe places were not on the map and ove
two weeks we only got lost once. Not bad considgthmat there are no roads, never mind 1
signs. Today was going to be a day of travellinty mtopping for a leg stretch, which would

the only time we could do any birding. After th€ dr 5" leg stretch the excitement of Isabell
Wheatears and Horned Larks (Shore Lark) was wearibig thin as we had seen well over 10(
each. As we headed deeper into the desert a raponoticed on a telegraph post so we we
investigate. It turned out to be an Upland Buzzvd.were told that they are more closely rela

to Long-legged Buzzard than Common Buzzard.

At 15:00 we arrived at Boon Tsagaan Nuur a large kabout 250sg kms, where we would be campingh®mnext four nights. Whilst th
ground crew set up camp we went off birding. Wedegaalong the coast, which was covered in birdsnlsndittle Ringed, Greater San
and Kentish Plovers - the latter two in full breggliplumage. Also in the grass about 100 yards fteerwater's edge were large flocks
Swan Geese, Ruddy Shelduck and Bar-headed Geesacé'to see these in the right environment rathan at Slimbridge. As we head
up the coast we approached a small Gull roost wéerewo of the best looking Gulls and Terns inwleld, Pallas’s Gull and White Winge
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Black Tern. No field guide does these justice, egfigcahe Tern in flight and
the Gull's fantastic head. | also had chance tcaskied that | missed in Nottin

hamshire a few years ago, Blyth's Pipit and we caddhpare it with the othe
common Pipit here - Richard’'s Pipit. Other commond®ihere were Asial

Short-toed Lark, Rock Sparrows and more Horned Lara Isabelline Wheat+
ears. After we had walked a good mile Mick asketidtypond Heron do you ge
here,” and sure enough in the only cover for mdesund (and | mean mile
around unless you count our tents), in a small latut two foot high and a fog
wide was a Chinese Pond Heron which was trying é@st ho hide. As we
watched the Heron, a Citrine Wagtail dropped int shme view. We watched
these for about a quarter of an hour and as itgetég late we headed back.

To be continued
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ATTENBOROUGH EVENTS

Sunday 27th January
Garden Bird Watch. 11:00-15:00. This is for the family so just drop in

Sunday 17th February

Nest Box Week.An event to mark nest box week; there is a nestrbaking
workshop from 10:00. Places can be booked byncplihe Centre. 01
9721777

There will also be special offers on Harrison'sllfivod and feeders on tife
day.

Introduction to the Birds of Attenborough

Another introduction to the birds of Attenboroughuis® which might be d
interest to new members. The dates are SaturdhyN2&rch through to S
urday 17th May starting at 10:00. For further detacontact the Centre (
0115 9721777.
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Mute Swan The Holme Pierrepont herd peaked at 127%n 9

Whooper Swan One remained at Hoveringham throughout, althalijhvere present for a time on the Railway
Lake on 1%. In the north a herd of 49 were noted at Miste@arr on 3%

Pink-footed Goose Some movement included 96 west over Eakring dh 183 east at King's Mill Res. on 15
180 west at Edwinstowe and 172 NW at Girton boti3h

Bean GooseOne bird, thought to be a tunda circled around iBektPit Top on 15.

Dark-bellied Brent Goose A juvenile was at Gunthorpe on'24

Common Shelduck Quite scarce, the best count was seven at Cluamb28¢.

Eurasian Wigeon Holme Pierrepont held 1,330 on™.5Hoveringham could only muster 650 df 9

Gadwall The highest counts were 173 at Holme Pierreporit®i and 81 at Clumber on 94

Eurasian Tegl With no figures from Cottam numbers appear to bigedow with a maximum of 170 at Langford off and 158 at Netherfiel
Lagoons on 9.

GREEN-WINGED TEAL The drake returned and was relocated at Collinghsnon 2% and was still there on 2%

Mallard Clumber held 335 on™@

Pintail There were seven at Collingham Pits 8h Dne to five also at Besthorpe, Hoveringham, HdRiggrepont and Kilvington New Lake.
Shoveler A maximum of 145 at Holme Pierrepont ori"15

Red-crested PochardNoted at Attenborough NR, Colwick CP, Holme Pierrgpbangford and Netherfield Lagoons.
Common Pochard Attenborough NR claimed the highest numbers wéth an 17

Tufted Duck A healthy 798 at Holme Pierrepont ori"15

Greater Scaup The ' winter female remained at Holme Pierrepont thraugh Elsewhere a female was noted at Gun-
thorpe on 2% and five birds were at Kilvington New Lake from™2® 31 at least.
Common Scoter Two at Kilvington New Lake on 4 Quite a purple patch for the site.

Goldeneye Holme Pierrepont had the best figures with aresnt 91 on 18. Elsewhere the highest was 49 at Girton of 31
Smew A single drake was present at King’s Mill Resérvon 18". Another drake was found at Hoveringham on timeesdate
and remained throughout. At Holme Pierrepont &elend three redheads were present froffi 22king a day of it at Colwic
CP on 28. A single bird was noted at Attenborough NR off.17

Goosander modest numbers including 25 at Attenborough ¢h Jlst a further 55 birds at 11 locations.
BLACK-THROATED DIVER A single bird was present at Hoveringham frdfit® 13". The rarest diver in recent years, it was abiout bne




turned up.

Little Grebe There were 43 at Holme Pierrepont off.15

Red-necked Grebe A 1% winter bird was found at Langford Lowfields on"30
Little Egret A rare record from the south with one bird atd@ton-on-Soar on 36 Also the same two birds at Collingham and Begtan 27
Bittern One was at Lound ori‘And again on %4 One was flushed at Holme Pierrepont ofi. 18t least one bird at Attenborough NR from"17
Hen Harrier A ringtail noted at Coates near Littleborough 8n 4

Merlin Singles at Gotham Moor ori &nd Langford on™.

Peregrine Noted at eight locations including three at Havginam on 3%.

Water Rail One to two at ten sites, the exception beingisiMetherfield Lagoons on 31

Coot A grand total of 3,165 in the county during Detem including 1,045 at Holme Pierrepont off' #d 577 at Clumber orf"9

European Golden Plover There were two high counts. A flock of 1,50@#ifton Pasture on 27and 1,100 at Misson Springs orf"13

Lapwing A county total of 3,607 included 500 at Cliftorspare on 28 and 27" and 500 at Misson Springs on™.3
Woodcock A total of 12 noted at Osberton Estate off.29

Common Snipe A maximum of 22 at Wilford Marsh on 26Where have they gone? Quiz question: when wesagi
three-figure count in Notts. Answer next month.

Jack Snipe Three birds at Holme Pierrepont orf"24Singles noted at Bevercotes, Gunthorpe, Kilvingast Leake
GPs and Annesley Pit Top.

Curlew A nice flock of 19 at Misson Springs on'L.3

Common Redshank A maximum of 21 at Holme Pierrepont orf21Smaller numbers at seven other locations.
Green Sandpiper One to two at six locations.

Knot A single bird still at Lound for most of the month.

Dunlin Three at Kilvington New Lake on $2nd two at Netherfield Lagoons off.2
Mediterranean Gull An adult at Holme Pierrepont froni%vith a £ winter also there on 36 There was an adult at King’'s Mill Reservoir dfi
and 3% At Sutton-in-Ashfield an adult flew low over tbserver's garden on 24

Common Gull Kilvington New Lake netted 117 off'5

Herring Gull A total of 3,000 in the roost at Hoveringham @%.3

Great Black-backed Gull There were 1,200 in the Hoveringham roost oh 30

Glaucous Gull The beginning of an influx involved two differebirds on various dates from" @t Holme Pierrepont. At Hoveringham a sin
bird on 1%' then two on 24 and a single bird again to the year's end. Cothianheld a single bird on 12 All individuals were 1 winters.

gle

Iceland Gull A 1% winter bird at Holme Pierrepont on'3@nd 3%

Caspian Gull A 4" winter at Kilvington New Lake on 16 adults at Holme Pierrepont and Hoveringham df 30
Yellow-legged Gull One to three at Cotham Tip, Holme Pierrepont aodgeingham.

Kittiwake One bird on 29 at Lound.

Short-eared Owl One at Bennerley Marsh fromfio 3% and two at Gedling Pit Top on %1
Pied Wagtail The Nottingham City roost peaked at 850 8n & the north, urban roosts included 400 at Mtirksop and Retford on 1'8
StonechatNoted at nine locations.




Blackbird Some healthy counts including 63 at Hoveringhami 8 and 53 at Compton Acres on'5
Fieldfare A total of 2,200 at 15 locations including 40(MN\atrth Wheatley on 17

Redwing As is the norm of late, becoming scarcer as timewprogresses. Just 189 birds reported frot éagalities.

CETTI'S WARBLER The Clifton Grove/Holme Pit bird remained until 8t least remaining very elusive. A second birg Weaated at Nethe
field Lagoons on 18

Blackcap One to two at seven locations.

Chiffchaff Two at Netherfield Lagoons off'9 Singles observed at Attenborough off 2tid Holme Pierrepont on ¥and 38.

Goldcrest Apparently extremely scarce. Perhaps the Atifigeil otherwise.

Great Grey Shrike Noted at Budby Common off'8

Magpie A roost of 72 at Compton Acres ofi 8nd a post roost gathering of 56 at Sutton-in-iedthfon 3¢".

Jackdaw A pre roost gathering of 1,500 at Hoveringhan2dh

Rook As above, 2000 at Hoveringham on"24

Raven The West Leake Hills bird was noted dfiéhd 26'. Possibly a different bird was noted at Cotgraveodé on 1%.

House Sparrow A peak count of 78 at Compton Acres off'.15

Chaffinch A gathering of finches included 150 of this specit Budby on'®

Brambling A notable influx included two separate flocks1&0 and 70 at Bevercotes on™.B0 at Osberton
Estate on 2¥ and 30 at Budby on™

Greenfinch The highest count was 60 at Papplewick ofi 13

Siskin A total of 430 from 20 locations including 80Manton on 11.

Goldfinch Higher counts included 90 at Laneham 8raad 80 at Mansfield Woodhouse or"12

Lesser Redpoll Noted at 13 locations, the highest count wast2amsfield Woodhouse on 12

Linnet Three larger counts included 170 at Linby off, 220 at Bevercotes on"1and 110 at Budby orf"9
Bullfinch A total of 15 at Cotgrave Woods on".5

Corn Bunting One at Netherfield Lagoons on®24nd six at Gringley Carr on 31

List of Contributors

D.R Atkinson, A Clewes, A Edge, A Lee, A PlowrightvACritchley, AS Hall, AT Lane, BN Ellis, C Cornish, Goodwin, D Ingram, D Jones,
Kirman, DC Wood, DL Andrew, EG Staunton, J AppletdrDennison, J Ellis, J Szczur, JA Hopper, JB Mowpt& Archibald, M Watson, M
Leatherland, MJ Warren, N Lee, NM Glenn, P Beresf®dBuxton, P George, P Harrison, P Naylor, P Sni#ttWoodcock, R Harrington,

Hoare, R Overton, R Pacey, RA Johnson, RJ Stevengwiniin, T Malarkey, T Pendleton, TA Harris, LounddB@lub, Netherfield Wildlife
Group.

& &(2 0, #' &*?%& ? ) (&2 D#% )&)

3




EXCEL SPREADSHEET REPORTS

Andy has told me that more and more members ardirgpin their
monthly bird reports in the excel spread sheet &ritinat can be seqn
on the club website.
This greatly expedites the inputting of reports athis a massive jop
at the end of each month.

A simple cut and paste instead of all that typing.

If you have a computer, please use the excel forthgou need adl
vice, have a look at the website where there'srplate of the repo
form that you can copy and paste onto you computer.

If you need further advice, contact Andy but noth&t month end.
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CONTACTS

Newsletter Editor

Howard Broughton. 5 Park Road, Plumtree Park, Kethy
Nottingham. NG12 5LX.

Tel 0115 9374474 emaiforestrub@aol.com

Chairman
Bernie Ellis, 74 Breckhill Rd, Woodthorpe, Notthram,
NG5 4GQ,

Tel 0115 9262000 emaibernie_ellis@lineone.net

Secretary
Jennie Swindells, 21 Chaworth Rd, West Bridgforditidgham,

Tel 01159812432 emaij.swindells@btinternet.com

Recorder
Andy Hall, 10 Staverton Rd, Bilbilborough, Nottireyn. NG8 4ET
Tel 01159169673 emaibandy.h11@ntlworld.com

Membership and Distribution
Lynne Demaine, 33 Daleside, Cotgrave, Notts, NGQRI3
Tel 0115 9894942  emailynnedemaine@hotmail.com

Out of County Field Trips
Neil Glenn, 13 Gladstone Ave. Gotham, Notts. NGHNO
Tel 0115 9830946 emaih.glenn@ntlworld.com




